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Introduction:  The Revd Canon Dr Rowan Williams, Precentor 

In the week to come we will celebrate the feast day of a remarkable woman- 

the person we know as Julian of Norwich. In fact we know very little about 

her, and Julian may not even have been her name.  At an unknown point in her 

life, she became an anchoress attached to the Church of St Julian in Norwich, 

and she may have been identified by the name of the church rather than her 

own.  

What we do know is that on May 8th in the year 1373, when she was thirty 

years old and suffering from what was expected to be a terminal illness, she 

experienced a series of sixteen visions, which revealed aspects of the love of 

God, and particularly the suffering of Christ on the cross.  Following her 

recovery, she spent the next twenty years of her life writing down the things 

she had seen and pondering their meaning. These writings became the first 

book written by a woman in English, The Revelations of Divine Love. She clearly 

became known for her wisdom, and for giving what we might now call spiritual 

direction to people who came to the church to seek her advice. She died 

around the year 1417.  

During this service we will ponder some of the lessons Julian has left for us 

through her writing; and the relevance of a life lived, literally, in lockdown. 

Anchorites were walled into their cell next to the church they served; from 

the day of their vows, they would never leave the single small room in which 

they lived.  

For some, perhaps for us at this present moment, that may seem a life of 

terrible limitation. But because of her illness and experience of God’s love, 

Julian was able to see things differently. So we come to God in hope, seeking 

meaning in our own experience of separation and isolation, that like Julian we 

may come to see and understand more of his love at work in our lives, in both 

sorrow and joy. 

 

 

 

 



Collect  

Most holy God, the ground of our beseeching, 

who through your servant Julian 

revealed the wonders of your love: 

grant that as we are created in your nature 

and restored by your grace, 

our wills may be made one with yours, 

that we may come to see you face to face 

and gaze on you for ever; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

  

Confession 

Sin is behovely, but all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall 

be well.  

Sin has no real substance; it is known only by the pain it causes. This pain, as I see it, 

is something which lasts but a while. It purges us and makes us know ourselves, so 

that we ask for mercy. The passion of our Lord is our comfort against all this- for 

such is his blessed will. Because of his tender love for all those who are to be saved, 

our good Lord comforts us at once and sweetly, as if to say: it is true that sin is the 

cause of all the pain, but all shall be well. 

(Revelations of Divine Love 27)  

May God the Father show us his mercy and love. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The hazelnut  

 

And he showed me a little thing, the size of a hazelnut, on the palm of my hand, 

round like a ball. I looked at it thoughtfully and wondered ‘What is this?’ And the 

answer came: ‘It is all that is made’. I marvelled that it continued to exist and did not 

suddenly disintegrate; it was so small. And again my mind supplied the answer: ‘It 

exists, both now and for ever, because God loves it’. In short, everything owes its 

existence to the love of God.  

In this little thing I saw three truths. The first is that God made it; the second is that 

God loves it; the third is that God sustains it. But what God is who is in truth Maker, 

Keeper and Lover I cannot tell, for until I am essentially united with him I can never 

have full rest or real happiness; in other words, until I am so joined to him that there 

is absolutely nothing between my God and me.  

(Revelations of Divine Love 5) 

 

Bible Reading  

Revd Canon Sarah Brown, Missioner 

 

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for 

tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end.  For we 

know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete 

comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, 

I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an 

end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see 

face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have 

been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the 

greatest of these is love.        

1 Corinthians 13. 8-13 

 

This is the word of the Lord.           

Thanks be to God 

 



Anthem  

Lord let me know mine end, and the number of my days, that I may be 

certified how long I have to live.  Behold, thou hast made my days as it were a 

span long, and mine age is even as nothing in respect of thee; and verily every 

man living is altogether vanity.  For man walketh in a vain shadow, and 

disquieteth himself in vain; he heapeth up riches, and cannot tell who shall 

gather them. And now, Lord, what is my hope?  truly my hope is even in thee.  

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and with thine ears consider my calling; hold not thy 

peace at my tears.  O spare me a little, that I may recover my strength, before 

I go hence, and be no more seen. 

Words: Psalm 39: 5-8 and 13-15  

Music: Maurice Greene (1696-1755) 

 

(Amateur recording made during the Cathedral Choir concert at the church of 

Saint Louis de Montfort, California, in February 2020) 

Gospel   

The Very Revd Chris Dalliston, Dean of Peterborough  
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 

into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 

had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, 

"Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my 

Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." When she had said this, 

she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 

was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 

looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you 

have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 

away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 

"Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, 

because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say 

to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.' " Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the 

Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to her.  

         John 20. 11-18  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  



Reflection  

Revd Canon Ian Black, Vicar of Peterborough 

 

Prayers 

led by Dr Natalie Watson, member of the Cathedral congregation 

 

Each bidding ends with the response  

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Peace  

Would you learn our Lord’s meaning in this thing? 

Learn it well: Love was his meaning. 

Who showed it to you? 

Love. 

What did he show you? 

Only love. 

And for what reason did he show you? 

For love. 

Hold on to this, and you will learn more of the same.  

(Revelations of Divine Love 86) 



The love and peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

You may like to share the peace with others in your household, or to pray for the 

peace of the world. 

Spiritual Communion   

in the presence of the Reserved Sacrament 

 

Jesus needs to feed us, for it is an obligation of his dear, motherly love. The human 

mother will suckle her child with her own milk, but our beloved Mother, Jesus, feeds 

us with himself, and with the most tender courtesy, does it by means of the Blessed 

Sacrament, the precious food of all true life. And he keeps us going through his mercy 

and grace by all the sacraments. This is what he meant when he said ‘It is I whom 

the Holy Church preaches and teaches… The human mother may put her child to 

her breast, but our tender Mother Jesus simply leads us into his blessed breast 

through his open side, and there gives us a glimpse of the Godhead and of heavenly 

joy.  

(Revelations of Divine Love 60)  

 

God showed me too the pleasure it gives him when a simple soul comes to him 

openly, sincerely and genuinely. It seems to me as I ponder this revelation that when 

the Holy Spirit touches the soul, it longs for God rather like this: ‘God, of your 

goodness give me yourself, for you are sufficient for me’.  

(Revelations of Divine Love 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn  

 
 

 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

'Come unto me and rest; 

lay down , thou weary one,  

lay down 

thy head upon my breast.' 

I came to Jesus as I was, 

so weary, worn and sad; 

I found in him a resting place, 

and he has made me glad. 

 

 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

'Behold, I freely give 

the living water, thirsty one; 

stoop down and drink and live.' 

I came to Jesus and I drank 

of that life-giving stream; 

my thirst was quenched, my soul 

revived, 

and now I live in him.

 

 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

                                    'I am this dark world's light; 

       look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 

                                    and all thy day be bright.' 

I looked to Jesus and I found 

                                    in him my star, my sun; 

and in that light of life I'll walk 

                                    till travelling days are done. 

 

 

Words: Horatius Bonar (1808-1889) 

Tune: Kingsfold  



Blessing  

Our faith is a light, coming to us naturally from him who is our everlasting Day, our 

Father and our God. The light is measured to our individual needs as we face our 

night. Because of the light we live; because of the night we suffer and grieve. With the 

help of grace, we know and trust our light quite deliberately, and with it we go 

forward intelligently and firmly.  

When we are done with grief, our eyes will be suddenly enlightened, and in the 

shining brightness of the light we shall see perfectly. For our light is none other than 

God our Maker, and the Holy Spirit, in our Saviour, Christ Jesus. So did I see and 

understand that faith is our light in darkness, and our light is God, the everlasting 

Day.  

(Revelations of Divine Love 83) 

Merciful God, 

who gave such grace to your servant Julian 

that she served you with singleness of heart 

and loved you above all things: 

help us to forsake all that holds us back  

from following Christ 

and to grow into his likeness from glory to glory; 

and the blessing of God Almighty,  

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you and remain with you always. Amen.  

 

Organ Voluntary  

Pax Vobiscum (Opus 86 no. 5) by Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877-1933) 

 

If you would like to consider your offering during this time, there are a number of 

ways you can donate to the Cathedral:  please go to the Cathedral website at 

www.peterborough-cathedral.org.uk/donate.aspx for further information. 

 

 

Quotations from Revelations of Divine Love by Julian of Norwich  

are taken from the Penguin Classics edition (ed. Clifton Wolters 1966)  

http://www.peterborough-cathedral.org.uk/donate.aspx
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